
Literary terms  
Define the terms for understanding and application during the short story unit and the assessment.  
 

1. plot line 

2. direct characterization  

3. indirect characterization 

4. theme 

5. setting  

6. point of  view 

7. allusion 

8. genre 

9. imagery 

10. prose 

11. Motivation 

12. third person narrator 

13. novella 

14. satire 

15. science fiction 

16. style 

17. archetypal themes 

18. universal theme 

19. voice 

20. external conflict 

21. internal conflict 

22. denotation 

23. connotation 



24. archetype 

25. allegory 

26. anticlimax 

27. static character 

28. dynamic character 

29. flat character 

30. round character 

31. protagonist 

32. antagonist 

33. dialect 

34. diction 

35. anecdote 

36. first person point of view 

37. third person limited 

38. third person omniscient 

39. verbal irony 

40. situation irony 

41. dramatic irony 

42. mood  

43. tone 

44. foreshadowing 

45. suspense 

46. symbolism 

47. motif 



 


